
25 States with Legislation on Rape Kits 
 
Alaska: 
 
http://www.akleg.gov/basis/Bill/Text/30?Hsid=SB0055A 
Senate Bill 55. This bill would require the Department of Public Safety to conduct a 
one-time statewide audit of untested rape kits. Introduced in 2017 and decision still 
pending. 

Arizona: 
 
https://azgovernor.gov/sites/default/files/eo2016-02_sexual_assault_kits.pdf 
Executive Order 2016-02. This is not a law, but an executive order issued by 
Governor Doug Ducey requiring a one-time statewide audit, and establishing the 
Arizona Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit Task Force. Issued in 2016. 
 
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/GetDocumentPdf/451956 
House Bill 2268 signed March 21, 2017. This law requires hospitals to notify law 
enforcement agencies within 24 hours of completing a rape kit exam, require law 
enforcement agencies to pick up kits within five days, and requires law enforcement 
agencies to submit kits to the lab within 15 days of collection. The law also requires 
law enforcement agencies and laboratories to report annually on kits collected and 
tested.  
 
Colorado: 
 
http://www.leg.state.co.us/clics/clics2013a/csl.nsf/fsbillcont3/81D352C1BB84F08587257AE
E00570221?Open&file=1020_enr.pdf 
House Bill 13-1020 signed on June 5, 2013. This law required all law enforcement 
agencies to report the number of untested rape kits in their possession to the 
Colorado Bureau of Investigation (CBI).  
 
Connecticut: 
 
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2015/ACT/PA/2015PA-00207-R00HB-06498-PA.htm 
Substitute House Bill 6498. Public Act 15-207. Approved July 6, 2015. This law 
required rape kits to be sent to the state crime lab within 10 days of collection and 
tested within 60 days.  
 
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2017/TOB/h/2017HB-06259-R00-HB.htm 



Proposed House Bill 6259, which did not pass. This is a bill that was introduced in an 
attempt to establish a statewide tracking system for rape kits. 
 
 
Florida: 
 
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2015/2500/BillText/e1/HTML 
In 2015, the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) conducted a one-time 
audit of untested rape kits across the state. The executive summary of the 
assessment is attached.  
 
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2016/636/BillText/er/PDF 
Senate Bill 636 signed on March 23, 2016. This law required law enforcement 
agencies to submit rape kits for testing within 30 days if a report is made or if 
requested by the victim, and that all kits be tested within 120 days of receipt by labs. 
The law requires that hospitals and law enforcement inform the victim or the victim's 
representative of their right to demand testing. 
 
Georgia: 
 
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/20152016/162518.pdf 
Senate Bill 304 signed April 26, 2016. This law required the Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation (GBI) to conduct an annual audit of untested rape kits across the state, 
and required law enforcement agencies to submit all previously untested rape kits to 
the GBI for testing. It also requires hospitals to notify police of rape kit collection; law 
enforcement to collect kits from hospitals within 96 hours of notification; and police 
to deliver kits to the state crime lab within 30 days of collection. In addition, the law 
requires that law enforcement agencies document all untested kits in police storage 
and submit this information to the lab. It also mandates that untested kits in hospital 
storage be collected by police and submitted to the lab for testing.  
 
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/20152016/158485.pdf 
House Bill 827.  It would require law enforcement agencies to count and turn in 
their old, untested kits to state forensic labs this summer and also specifies that 
they must pick up new evidence within 96 hours from the hospitals and clinics 
where it is collected. Agencies would have 30 days to take it to state labs. 
 
Hawaii: 
 
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2016/bills/HB1907_CD1_.HTM 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/20152016/162518.pdf
http://www.myajc.com/news/news/state-regional-govt-politics/bill-that-would-count-neglected-rape-evidence-in-t/nqjMd/


House Bill 1907 signed July 7, 2016. Public Act 207. This law requires the Attorney 
General to collaborate with community stakeholders to release a report that includes 
a statewide count of untested rape kits, current rape kit testing procedures, 
guidelines for testing new kits, a plan for processing all the untested kits, survivor 
notification, the cost of the plan, and potential funding sources.  
 
 
Idaho: 
 
https://legislature.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sessioninfo/2016/legislation/H0528.pdf 
House Bill 528 signed March 23, 2016.This law required the state crime lab to conduct 
an annual audit of untested rape kits. It also stresses, but does not mandate, that 
rape kits should be tested in a timely manner. The law requires a county prosecutor 
to review cases in which kits are not sent for testing and gives the prosecutor the 
power to overturn the decision. It also requires the state police create a tracking 
process for rape kits throughout the state. The law established victims’ rights to 
notice about the status of their rape kits.  
 
https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/billbookmark/?yr=2017&bn=H0146&su= 
House Bill 146 signed April 6, 2017. This law strengthened victim notification rights 
by requiring local law enforcement agencies to notify survivors when there is a 
change in case status or when their case is reopened. 
 
Illinois: 
 
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/96/PDF/096-1011.pdf 
Senate Bill 3269 signed July 6, 2010. Public Act 096-1011. This law required a 
statewide audit and rape kit testing. ** Illinois was the first state to do this.  
 
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/fulltext.asp?Name=099-0617 
Senate Bill 2221 signed July 22, 2016. Public Act 099-0617. This law required an 
annual statewide audit of rape kits.  
 
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/99/PDF/099-0801.pdf 
Senate Bill 3096. Public Act 099-0801 implemented January 1, 2017. This law built 
upon the existing rape kit law and improves the state’s response to sexual assault. 
The law requires trauma-informed training for law enforcement investigators, first 
responders and 911 operators; law enforcement officers to complete written reports 
of every sexual assault complaint; and law enforcement agencies and 911 centers to 
have trauma-informed, survivor-centered policies governing sexual assault 
responses. The law also grants victims the right to know the status of their kits.  



 
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/fulltext.asp?DocName=10000HB0528lv&SessionID=91&GA=
100&DocTypeID=HB&DocNum=0528&print=true 
House Bill 0528 signed August 25, 2017. Public Act 100-0336. This law created a 
commission to research and develop a plan for a statewide rape kit tracking system, 
which must allow secure electronic access for survivors to track the status of their 
kits.  
 
Kentucky: 
 
www.lrc.ky.gov/record/15rs/SJ20/SCS1.doc 
This link downloads a 2015 document with the law that required a one-time statewide 
audit of untested rape kits. Enacted in 2015. 
 
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/16RS/SB63/bill.pdf 
Senate Bill 63 signed April 8, 2016. This law requires law enforcement agencies to 
collect rape kits within five days and submit the rape kits to the lab within 30 days. 
The law requires faster lab analysis time: 90 days by 2018 and 60 days by 2020; 
mandates that all law enforcement agencies in the state have trained sexual assault 
personnel on staff; and requires the state lab and the Kentucky Sexual Assault 
Response Team Advisory Council to report annually on the status of rape kit testing. 
The law also requires victims to be notified of the progress of their rape kit testing, 
whether the resulting DNA profile matched to another profile in the DNA database, 
and if the rape kit is going to be destroyed. 
 
Maryland: 
 
https://legiscan.com/MD/text/SB498/id/1209949/Maryland-2015-SB498-Chaptered.pdf 
Senate Bill 498 signed April 14, 2015. This law required law enforcement agencies to 
conduct a one-time audit of untested rape kits.  
 
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2015RS/bills/hb/hb0382f.pdf 
House Bill 382 signed April 28, 2015. This law required health care professionals to 
provide victims with the investigating law enforcement agency’s contact information 
to inquire about the status of their case. The law requires law enforcement to inform 
a victim about the status of the rape kit testing and all available results, upon the 
victim’s request.  
 
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2017RS/fnotes/bil_0005/hb0255.pdf 
House Bill 255.This law requires law enforcement and other agencies to preserve all 
newly collected rape kits for 20 years following collection, notify survivors at least 60 



days before planned kit destruction, and keep kits for longer, upon written request. 
The law also grants survivors the right to receive, within 30 days of request, 
information about the location and status of their kits. Enacted in 2017 
Michigan: 
 
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2013-2014/publicact/pdf/2014-PA-0318.pdf 
Senate Bill 998 signed October 14, 2014. Public Act 318. This law convened a 
commission to develop a plan for implementation of a statewide tracking system.  
 
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2013-2014/publicact/pdf/2014-PA-0227.pdf 
House Bill 5445 signed June 26, 2014. Public Act 227. This law requires law 
enforcement to collect rape kits from the hospital within 14 days and to send kits for 
testing within 14 days of taking possession. The law requires the lab to analyze rape 
kits within 90 days, if sufficient resources are available. 
 
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(wgmtuyhcvaoncmoy3vfc3z3c))/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-Ac
t-319-of-2014.pdf 
Public Act 319. This law granted survivors the right to receive information about the 
status and location of their rape kits. Enacted in 2014.  
 
Nevada: 
 
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/79th2017/Bills/AB/AB97_EN.pdf 
Assembly Bill 97 signed on June 8, 2017. This law requires law enforcement agencies 
to submit all newly collected kits to the lab within 30 days and labs to test kits within 
120 days of receipt.  
 
New Mexico: 
 
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/16%20Regular/final/SM050.pdf 
This is not a law, but a resolution establishing a task force to address the untested 
rape kit backlog in New Mexico. Approved in 2016. 
 
This link downloads a resolution 
https://cabq.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=5026234&GUID=2AC8122C-FF00-4D9A-822
1-4B834AD268FA 
Council Bill R-16-143 signed March 6, 2017. This is another resolution that would 
require the Albuquerque Police Department to submit all newly collected kits to a 
crime lab within 10 business days, and would require labs to tested kits within 3 
months of receipt. If APD is unable to meet these deadlines, the Chief of Police must 
contract with outside laboratories for analysis. The resolution also requires the Chief 



of Police to report annually regarding the number of rape kits collected, the number 
of rape kits awaiting submission or testing, and the average number of days between 
kit submission and testing.  
 
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/17%20Regular/final/SB0474.pdf 
Senate Bill 474 signed April 6, 2017. This law requires the Department of Public 
Safety to assist local crime labs with backlogs of untested rape kits.  
 
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/17%20Regular/final/SB0475.pdf 
Senate Bill 475 signed April 6, 2017. This law requires law enforcement agencies to 
submit all newly collected rape kits to the lab within 30 days of receipt and requires 
labs to report annually if they had 300 or more untested rape kits awaiting testing at 
the end of the previous fiscal year. 
 
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/17%20Regular/final/HB0536.pdf 
House Bill 536 signed April 6, 2017. This law creates a voluntary donation program to 
enable New Mexicans to donate to test backlogged rape kits through state tax filings. 
 
New York: 
 
http://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2015/A10760 
Assembly Bill 10760, which failed to pass on December 23, 2016. This bill would have 
required all law enforcement and prosecutorial agencies to regularly count and 
report the number of untested kits in their possession to the Division of Criminal 
Justice Services (DCJS).  
 
http://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2017/S3326 
Senate Bill 3326, which is still pending approval. This would create a statewide 
sexual assault kit tracking system that enables sexual assault survivors to 
anonymously track or receive updates regarding the status of their kits.  
 
http://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2017/S6238 
http://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2017/A3597 
This is Senate Bill 6238 and Assembly Bill 3597 respectively, which are still pending 
approval. These would grant victims of sex offenses the right to information about 
the testing status and results of forensic evidence associated with their cases. 
 
http://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2017/S6428 
http://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2017/A8401 
This is Senate Bill 6428 and Assembly Bill 8401 respectively, are still pending 
approval. These would establish a sexual assault survivor bill of rights, including 



victims' right to notice provisions, and require DCJS to study the feasibility of 
establishing a statewide tracking system for rape kits. 
 
Ohio: 
 
http://archives.legislature.state.oh.us/BillText130/130_SB_316_EN_N.pdf 
Substitute Senate Bill 316 signed December 19, 2014.This law required law 
enforcement agencies to submit previously untested rape kits to a crime lab for 
testing within one year of enactment. It also required law enforcement to send all 
newly collected kits to a crime lab for testing within 30 days. The lab is required to 
complete analysis as soon as possible.  
 
Oregon: 
 
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2016R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/SB1571/Enrolled 
Senate Bill 1571 signed March 29, 2016. This law established an annual audit of 
untested rape kits. It also established new guidelines that require law enforcement to 
pick up newly collected kits from medical facilities within 7 days and submit kits for 
testing within 14 days. The law also mandates each agency to adopt policies that 
ensure survivors receive information about the status of their rape kit, including the 
location, testing date, testing results, and estimated destruction date of each kit.  
 
Pennsylvania: 
 
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/li/uconsCheck.cfm?yr=2015&sessInd=0&act=27 
House Bill 272 signed July 10, 2015. Public Act 27. This law requires hospitals to 
notify local law enforcement of rape kits collected as soon as is practical; law 
enforcement to collect rape kits from health care providers within 72 hours of 
receiving notice; kits to be submitted to a laboratory within 15 days; and the lab to 
complete testing within six months of receipt. The law required law enforcement 
agencies to report the number of untested kits in their inventories to the Department 
of Health within six months, required law enforcement to submit these untested kits 
to the lab within one year of reporting, and required the lab to complete testing of 
backlog kits within three years of receipt. Enacted in 2015.  
 
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=
2017&sessInd=0&billBody=S&billTyp=R&billNbr=0075&pn=0698 
Senate Resolution 75 adopted May 24, 2017. This is not a law, but it is a resolution 
that directed the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to study how many rape 
kits remain untested across the state and evaluate compliance with the existing 
testing law.  

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/li/uconsCheck.cfm?yr=2015&sessInd=0&act=27


 
South Dakota: 
 
http://sdlegislature.gov/docs/legsession/2015/Bills/HB1132P.pdf 
House Bill 1132 signed February 24, 2015. This law requires health care facilities to 
notify law enforcement about the collection of a rape kit within 24 hours. The law 
mandates that law enforcement send kits to the lab for testing within 14 days and the 
lab must complete testing within 90 days.  
 
Tennessee: 
 
http://www.capitol.tn.gov/Bills/108/Bill/SB1426.pdf 
Senate Bill 1426 signed April 21, 2014. This law required the Tennessee Bureau of 
Investigation (TBI) to conduct a one-time audit of untested rape kits.  
 
http://www.capitol.tn.gov/Bills/109/Bill/HB1239.pdf 
House Bill 1239 signed April 24, 2015. This law required law enforcement to send 
rape kits to the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation or another accredited lab for 
forensic analysis within 60 days. The law also required the domestic violence state 
coordinating council to create a model policy for responding to sexual assault.  
 
Texas: 
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/tlodocs/82R/billtext/pdf/SB01636F.pdf#navpanes=0 
Senate Bill 1636 signed June 17, 2011. This law required law enforcement agencies to 
send all newly collected kits to a crime lab for testing within 30 days. The law also 
required law enforcement agencies to count the untested rape kits in their storage 
facilities and to have them analyzed by September 2014. Enacted in 2011. 
 
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/CR/htm/CR.56.htm 
The state’s crime victims’ bill of rights, which grants survivors of sexual assault the 
right to access information about the location and status of their rape kits. Amended 
in 2013.  
 
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/85R/billtext/pdf/HB01729F.pdf#navpanes=0 
House Bill 1729 signed May 29, 2017. This law established a voluntary donation 
program for driver's license applications to fund the testing of rape kits.  
 
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/tlodocs/85R/billtext/pdf/HB03152F.pdf#navpanes=0 
House Bill 3152 signed June 15, 2017. This law strengthened access to high-quality 
medical forensic exams for survivors of sexual assault.  
 

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/CR/htm/CR.56.htm
http://www.capitol.tn.gov/Bills/108/Bill/SB1426.pdf


http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/85R/billtext/html/HB00281I.htm 
House Bill 281 signed on June 15, 2017. This law required the establishment of a 
statewide sexual assault kit tracking system enabling sexual assault survivors to 
anonymously track or receive updates regarding the status of their kits. **In 2017, 
with the enactment of a tracking system law, Texas became the first state in the 
country to enact all six pillars of comprehensive rape kit reform. 
 
Utah: 
 
https://legiscan.com/TX/text/HB157/id/1643948/Texas-2017-HB157-Comm_Sub.html 
House Bill 157 signed March 31, 2014. This law grants victims the right to be 
informed whether a DNA profile was obtained from testing rape kit evidence, the 
profile was uploaded into the DNA database, and the profile matched another profile 
in the database. The law also requires law enforcement agencies to notify victims 
when they do not intend to analyze rape kit evidence in cases where the perpetrator 
is unknown.  
 
https://le.utah.gov/~2017/bills/static/HB0200.html 
House Bill 200 signed March 22, 2017. This law requires law enforcement agencies to 
submit all newly collected rape kits to the Utah Bureau of Forensic Services for 
testing within 30 days of receipt. 
 
Vermont: 
 
http://legislature.vermont.gov/assets/Documents/2018/Docs/ACTS/ACT044/ACT044%20Act
%20Summary.pdf 
Public Act 44 signed as a law on May 23, 2017. This law granted sexual assault 
survivors the right to have their kits delivered to the lab within 72 hours of collection, 
the right to information about the testing status of their kits, and the right to notice in 
advance of planned kit destruction.  
 
http://legislature.vermont.gov/assets/Documents/2018/Docs/ACTS/ACT068/ACT068%20As
%20Enacted.pdf 
Senate Bill 95 signed on June 8, 2017. Public Act 68. This law established the Sexual 
Assault Evidence Kit Study Committee, which will evaluate existing practices for 
tracking rape kits and study the feasibility of developing a statewide tracking system.  
 
Virginia: 
 
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?141+ful+CHAP0642+pdf 

http://www.endthebacklog.org/ending-backlog-government-responses-state/how-we-determine-and-track-state-reforms


Senate Bill 658 signed on April 4, 2014. This law required law enforcement agencies 
to report the number of untested rape kits in their possession to the Virginia 
Department of Forensic Science (DFS).  
 
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?161+ful+CHAP0332+pdf 
Senate Bill 291 signed on March 11, 2016. This law requires law enforcement 
agencies to submit rape kits to the Department of Forensic Science within 60 days, 
and for reported kits to be kept for at least 10 years. The law also gives victims the 
right to request information about the status and results of the testing of their rape 
kits.  
 
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+ful+CHAP0672+pdf 
Senate Bill 1501 signed on March 20, 2017. This law grants victims whose kits were 
collected before July 2016 the right to be informed of the location and status of their 
rape kits. 
 
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+ful+HB2127H1+pdf 
House Bill 2127 signed March 16, 2017. This law grants victims the right to have their 
anonymous kits held for longer, the right to extended storage of their kits before 
destruction, the right to notification in advance of planned destruction, and the right 
to information regarding the timeframes of kit retention and storage.  
 
 
Washington: 
 
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2015-16/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1068-S.SL.pdf 
House Bill 1068 signed on July 24, 2015. This law established a task force to develop a 
plan to address the state’s untested rape kits. Also required law enforcement agencies to 
submit a rape kit for testing within 30 days of obtaining the kit. Enacted in 2015. 
 
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2015-16/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/2530-S2.SL.p
df 
House Bill 2530 signed on June 9, 2016. This law established a statewide rape kit tracking 
system and created a training grant for law enforcement and Sexual Assault Nurse 
Examiners (SANEs).  
 
https://legiscan.com/WA/text/HB1109/id/1623345/Washington-2017-HB1109-Chaptered.pdf 
House Bill 1109 signed on May 16, 2017. This law created the Washington Sexual 
Assault Initiative Pilot Project, a grant program to fund the local inventory and 
submission of backlogged kits, as well as the investigation and prosecution of cases 
that arise from the testing of these kits. The law also strengthens requirements for 



victim-centered, trauma-informed training for various law enforcement positions 
statewide.  
 


